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Changes Since Last Plan 
The previous Planning Commission sought and obtained Village Center Designations for 
both Canaan Village and Beecher Falls, incredible assets to focus efforts, tax credits, and 
building restoration within these boundaries. 

 
Canaan Village Center, 2017 

The 2017 Town Plan, the Planning Commission engaged in all planning activities and draft 
writing. The 2024 plan update was written by the consultant from NVDA with heavy 
influence from Canaan Naturally Connected which included a survey they conducted in 
early 2024. The Planning Commission met monthly with NVDA’s consultant. 

The Planning Commission intends to have this plan provide measurable and accountable 
outcomes to ensure that this plan is useful and can track changes and results to the next 
plan. 
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The actions above represent what the town should put its focus on first. The goals and 
strategies throughout this plan are intended to reinforce and support these initial actions. 
These actions are designed to build capacity and resiliency for the community. 

 

The following policies are put forth:  
a. To maintain services and facilities at or above current levels.  
b. To accept our responsibility for our waste by maintaining a recycling plan and  
other related programs.  
c. To provide for residential housing in the existing villages;  
d. To provide for a range of lot sizes that encourage more efficient land use;  
e. To protect historic resources through a range of programs, both regulatory and non-
regulatory;  
f. To ensure the availability of safe and affordable child care and integrate child care issues 
into the planning process  
g. To ensure that the implementation of the above policies are consistent with the 
preservation  
of scenic and historic features; and consistent with the wise use of natural resources, 
including irreplaceable natural areas.  
h. To encourage development to concentrate toward village centers 
j. Ensure that communications infrastructure blend into the landscape while serving the 
community. 
 

 
Coffeehouse – Thicker Than Water. Canaan Naturally Connected 
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Introduction 
Canaan is in the extreme northeastern corner of Vermont in the County of Essex. It is 
bounded on the north by the Province of Quebec, Canada and on the east by the 
Connecticut River. The towns of Pittsburg, Clarksville, Stewartstown, and Colebrook are all 
to the east in New Hampshire; and on the west and south by the towns on Norton, Averill, 
and Lemington, Vermont. The land area of Canaan is 21,992 acres. 

The majority of Canaan is hilly woodland. Open farmland runs along the Connecticut River 
from the village of Canaan to the southernmost border of the Town and from the village of 
Beecher Falls to the northeast corner of the Town, and along Leach Stream from the village 
of Canaan northwest to the Canadian border. Vermont Route 102 begins at Canaan village 
and continues south along the Connecticut River to Lemington on the southernmost 
border. Vermont 253 begins at Canaan village and continues northeast to the Canadian 
border. Vermont Route 114 also begins at Canaan village and runs west to Averill. Vermont 
141 branches off from 114 north of Canaan village and runs to the Canadian border. 

Wallace Pond, Canaan’s only recreational lake, is situated on the Canadian border, with 
more than half of the pond in Canada.  

Canaan was chartered by the State of Vermont in 1782 with actual settlement occurring in 
1795. Most of the early settlers were farmers who initially established farms in the hilly 
areas away from the Connecticut River. Gradually, settlement dispersed throughout the 
Town. Lumbering was a major economic activity with annual log drives on the Connecticut 
River. In 1888, a railroad line began operating through Beecher Falls with connections to 
southern New England and extending north to Lime Ridge, Quebec. 

Six years later, the Beecher Falls Manufacturing Company, taking advantage of the rail 
service, began furniture manufacturing operations with initial employment of about 150 
people. The combination of the railroad, the furniture factory and lumbering resulted in 
further settlement being concentrated in the river valleys, particularly the villages of 
Beecher Falls and Canaan. The furniture company now operates under the name Beecher 
Falls Division of Ethan Allen, Inc. The sawmill operations remain and continue to this day 
with the milled products being delivered to the Orleans, Vermont plant. The sawmill and 
peripheral operations currently employ approximately 100 people. The buildings have had 
some of their manufacturing equipment sold and/or transferred to other Ethan Allen 
manufacturing facilities. 

Most retail stores are located across the border in New Hampshire which have no sales tax. 
This has resulted in particularly strong economic ties with the neighboring towns of 
Colebrook and Stewartstown.  
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The Town of Canaan has several municipal-owned properties which help to enhance its 
appeal, including Fletcher Park, the Canaan Recreation Park, and the Canaan Community 
Forest. 

Fletcher Park was given to the community by Charles Fletcher in the late 1800's and is 
located in the heart of Canaan village.  

In 1988, the Town purchased a total of 10.6 acres of open land across Vermont Route 102 
from the school playing fields to use as a recreational park. The park was named the 
Canaan Recreation Park in memory of Don Sipe. In 2001, the Catholic Diocese of 
Burlington donated a parcel of land which was incorporated in a new paved 
walking/running path constructed that year. 

In September of 2013, the Tillotson Family Fund donated 424 acres of land formerly owned 
by the Tillotson family to the Town as the Canaan Community Forest. 368 of these acres are 
conserved under an easement held by the Vermont Land Trust. 

Community  
As part of the vision for this plan, one of the main objectives is highlighting the importance 
of community and the presence that exists in Canaan to promote greater social capital. 
The community has endured numerous changes in the past two decades that have been a 
challenge to keep up with, with many people moving out to seek or be nearer to more 
dependable employment. Housing availability has declined, and a once thriving and iconic 
local industry in Ethan Allen greatly reduced its economic impact on the region. 

 
Paint and Sip. Canaan Naturally Connected 

Yet, the people who have stayed work to reshape and revision how the town could look 
going forward and cherishing the assets it has today – abundance of beautiful landscapes, 
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• Moose Festival 
• Softball Tournament 
• Porker/Casino Night 
• Connecting the North Country 
• Trunk or Treat  
• Chili Cook-Off 
• IT/Computer Classes 
• Winter Craft Series   
• Scarecrow Contest 

Alice M. Ward Memorial Library  
The local library is also one of Vermont’s crown jewels of historic preservation. Owned and 
maintained by the Town, the Town has continued to maintain, renovate, and improve the 
converted home. Most recently, the Town received competitive grant funding from the 
Department of Libraries totaling $900,000. The project will be for interior renovations for 
ADA compliance and improved patron centered useability, including a new HVAC system 
and new windows. 

Goal: Establish and promote rotating series of community events  

Goal: Prioritize community mental health 

Goal: Connect newer or seasonal residents to long-standing residents 

Goal: Increase partnership and programming with nearby communities 

Strategies  

• Establish a welcome center board in Fletcher Park as center of local information for 
visitors and residents alike (CNC) 

• Historical Buildings dinner and/or walking tour to promote historical assets (CHS) 
• Develop a Rotating Porch Gathering Series to build community and meet new 

people (CHS) (CNC) 
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Community Profile for Canaan  
Note: The following data are provided by the American Community Survey 5-year 
estimates. These data, estimates compiled from 2018-2022 and 2008-2012, are intended 
to give a snapshot of changes over approximately a ten-year span. They are used to inform 
census data that is retrieved every ten years, however contextually they are not intended to 
be used as specific and accurate data. The data are used as a way to inform planning and 
decision making through notable changes in community demographics. Because of the 
rural scale and population of the town and region, these data do have a wider margin of 
error and therefore should only be taken to address trends and not literal counts.  

Data for population and housing, however, were pulled from the U.S. Decennial Census 
and therefore are accurate representations. 

Population in Canaan 
According to the U.S. Census, population has steadily decreased in Canaan. With a total 
population of 896 in 2020, Canaan has experienced an 8% decline in population from the 
previous decade and a 17.5% decrease since the 2000 census. This has been an occurring 
trend since the population peaked in the 1980 census, suggesting that economic 
development in the area has been a challenge for some time. 
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An average household size of 2.0 is very low. Over one-third of the population lives alone 
while only 16.5% of households are larger than two people. While there are some multi-unit 
developments in town, about 85% of housing are single units. 

Median household value was $129,700 in 2022. While this is a 22% increase since 2012, it 
remains below Essex County’s median household value at $151,200. A large portion of the 
community’s housing stock remains affordable, as 92% is valued under $300,000. 

Median House Value for Owner-Occupied Housing  Canaan Essex County 
2012 $106,300 $123,300 
2022 $129,700 $151,200 

  

Overall, while it is strange for a community to lose over 5% of its housing stock between 
censuses, it is in line with the longstanding trend of the town losing its population. While 
housing value is affordable, it is possible these houses could have been demolished or 
abandoned. Decreased average household sizes aligns with increasing age in population, 
suggesting a large gap in attractiveness for the workforce community. 

Income 
Median income in Canaan has increased considerably in the past decade, from $40,455 in 
2012 to $53,942 in 2022. However, there is a range of disparity between household 
incomes as reflected by the groups below with less than $25,000 and more than $100,000. 

 

Additionally, when looking back ten years prior, we see very little change in the 
demographic of households who earn less than $25,000. Incomes between $25,000 and 
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$49,999 more than halved, while there has been a threefold increase in household income 
greater than $100,000.  

 

It’s an odd juxtaposition to have 83% of households with 1-2 people in them yet almost 
20% of households make over $100,000. The steep decline in workforce household income 
suggests a quality of life working and living in Canaan is less attainable than it once was, 
unless you can afford it without employment. There has been a larger increase in 
households with no earnings, up 31% in 2022; a 9% increase from 2012. 

Education & Employment 
About 82% of the population over 25 years of age has their high school diploma.  Of the 
population aged three years and over, about 18% are enrolled in school. The 
unemployment rate is about 7.2%. The highest reported occupations are Manufacturing, 
Retail, and Education, Healthcare, and Social Services. 

Overall, the workforce in Canaan represents more of the general population than it did 10 
years ago. Over 52% of the population in 2022 over 16 is employed, compared to 46% in 
2012. However, this workforce has had to drastically change their lifestyles on where to 
work and how long to commute. In 2012, almost one-third of the population worked locally 
and traveled less than 10 minutes to work. In 2022 this has dropped to 20%, while travel 
times over 30 minutes have doubled in this timeframe. Workers traveling 90 minutes or 
more have increased from 1.6% to a staggering 8.6%. 
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Economic Stability 
Of the owner-occupied households (meaning those that are neither rented nor left vacant 
for seasonal uses), 43% of households currently have a mortgage. 29% of households are 
considered cost-burdened or paying 30% of their income on housing costs. 9% are severely 
cost-burdened.  

Occupied Housing Units in Canaan 
Housing Units with a Mortgage 42.7% 
Homeowners Who are Paying at Least 
30% of Income for Ownership Costs 29.4% 

Homeowners Who are Paying at Least 
50% of Income for Ownership Costs 9.2% 

Using the income to poverty ratio, 9% of the population had a ratio under 1.00 and were 
considered under poverty. This is compared to 13.2% for Essex County as a whole. 
Conversely, 61% possess an income to poverty ratio over 2.0, which is considered doing 
well. This is lower than the county level at 64%. Poverty rates have decreased by over 4% in 
the last ten years. Over 93% of the population under 18 are determined to be above 
poverty.  
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Takeaways  
Canaan has seemed to experience a steep decline in working families investing in 
homeownership in the community. Sharp increases in travel times to work indicate that a 
decline of local employment has been occurring and that those who have decided to stay 
must travel to regional areas of employment such as Newport, St. Johnsbury, and across 
borders. Combining a shrinking workforce with the strange phenomenon of losing housing 
units along with a 15% increase in population aged 65 and older and it’s clear that its 
decline in population is tied to a lack of economic development and commerce. There is 
also the situation of older people not being able to downsize out of their homes. 

As ownership turnover has occurred, there has been and 13% increase in housing stock 
left vacant for seasonal uses. Additionally in this timeframe, household incomes over 
$100,000 have increased by almost 14%. While these two data points aren’t directly 
connected, it’s safe to suggest that many new residents have arrived with different 
incomes, spending power, and social needs.  

Meanwhile, the demographic of households that earn less than $25,000 annually has 
remained. With 5% of the population having income to poverty rate at 0.5 or lower, there 
remain acute welfare needs that had pre-existed. There seems to be three general groups 
in demographics – those that are severely cost-burdened and may not have employment, 
working families who have had increased incomes enough to support increased travel 
costs (and other costs) to remain residing in Canaan, and those with much more income 
that may allow them the ability to live seasonally. 
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Land Use  

 
Note: Health Clinic (Indian Stream Clinic) is now located in West Stewartstown. 

 
Note: Health Clinic (Indian Stream Clinic) is now located in West Stewartstown. 
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Industrial (IND) 
Residential-Commercial (R-C)  
Residential One-Half (R ½) 
Residential One (R-1) 
Residential Two (R-2) 
Agricultural (AGR) 
Rural Lands (RL) 
Wallace Pond District (WP) 

Industrial 
The Industrial District (IND) encompasses the lands occupied by and in the immediate 
vicinity of Ethan Allen Inc. in Beecher Falls village, an area on the south side of Vermont 
Route 114 west of Canaan village; and an area on the north side of Vermont Route 114 
between Harriman Hill and Wallace Pond. These areas serve as locations for the 
establishment of a variety of types of manufacturing and commercial activities to provide 
employment opportunities and broaden the tax base in Canaan. All uses within this district 
are subject to site plan approval which requires that certain standards with respect to 
traffic areas, circulation and parking, landscaping and screening are met.  

Residential-Commercial  
The Residential-Commercial District (R-C) provides for a mixture of residential and 
commercial uses at a high density of development in four locations: (1) an area within the 
village of Beecher Falls; (2) an area within the village of Canaan; (3) an area adjacent to 
Vermont Route 141; (4) an area adjacent to the Canaan Post Office on Vermont Route 253; 
(5) an area at the east end of Wallace Pond. Uses are subject to site plan and/or conditional 
use approval which require conformance to certain standards with respect to impact on 
the community and the character of the area. A list of permitted uses is listed in the 
bylaws. 

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

½ 100 30 15 20 

Residential One-Half  
This district (R ½) is intended to be primarily for single- and two-family dwellings at a higher 
density of development than Residential-1. Various other uses that complement the 

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

1 100 20 20 20 
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district may be allowed. The R ½ district includes areas within both village centers and 
along the west side of Vermont Route 253 between Canaan and Beecher Falls.  

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

½  100 30 15 20 

Residential-One  
The Residential-One (R-1) District is primarily for residential use in a rural setting at a higher 
density of development than the Residential-2 District. All other uses within the district are 
conditional and require site plan approval. The R-1 District includes areas within the 
villages of Beecher Falls and Canaan.  

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

1 150 30 15 20 

Residential-Two  
The Residential-Two (R-2) District is primarily for residential use in a rural setting at a higher 
density of development than the Rural Lands. This district includes areas which are served 
by an adequate year-round road system.  

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

2 200 30 20 20 

Agricultural  
The Agricultural (AGR) District is intended to preserve major areas of prime agricultural 
land while allowing other uses that are secondary to agricultural use. Areas designated 
AGR begin in Canaan village and continue south on the east side of Vermont Route 102 to 
the Lemington Town line.  

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

10 400 30 35 50 

Rural Lands  
The Rural Lands (RL) District includes areas of the Town that have a low density of 
development as they are generally mountainous, remote from densely developed areas 
and generally not served by an adequate year-round road system.  
 

Minimum Lot Size  Minimum Yard Dimension (Ft) 
Area (acres) Width (ft) Front Each-side Rear 

100 400 30 50 50 

Wallace Pond District  
The Wallace Pond District (WPD) includes that area of Town where the lake is situated on 
the north side of Vermont Route 114 and a section on the south side of the road.  
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Goal: Continue infill development in Village Center designations 

Goal: Shape the future of the village to be walkable, safe, and equitable for families and 
workers 

Strategies  

• Develop a stakeholder task force with the purpose of establishing concept designs 
of appropriately scaled housing to meet housing needs (PC) (SB)  

• Establish a Capital Improvement Program (CIP) to plan for long-term budget 
expenditure (PC) (SB) 

• Identify & attract specific industries to fulfill missing working demographics 
(PC)(SB) (RLFC) 

• Review zoning regulations to ensure growth management and reduce rural 
subdivision sprawl (PC) (SB) (ZB) 

• Incorporate Complete Streets designs into vision for Canaan and Beecher Falls 
centers to increase walkability, commerce, and vibrancy. (PC) (ZB) 

• Ensure that relevant local land use regulations are enforced by incorporating checks 
and balances in zoning review processes. (PC) (SB) (TC) (ZB) 

• Explore levers of municipal authority to lessen the burden of increasing property 
taxes on longstanding residents from the changes of adjacent land values. (SB) 

• Work with NVDA to Ensure that zoning bylaws reflect the vision for the Town (PC) 
(SB) (TC) (ZB) 

 

Housing  

Existing Conditions 
In concert in seeing a decline in population, Canaan has experienced a decline in overall 
housing stock as well as a decline in the condition of the current housing stock, making it 
all the more difficult to fill that void left by working-class families.  

Total Housing Units in Canaan 
2010 632 
2020 609 

Occupied Households in Canaan 
2010 439 
2020 414 

Source: US Census 
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Most of Canaan’s housing is centrally located. Small-lot parcels are grouped in Canaan 
Village Center and Beecher Falls Village Center with open lands just beyond the village 
centers. Seasonal camps and residents run the shores of Wallace Pond. Between Route 
102 and the Connecticut River lies abundant rich agricultural lands, and uphill up are 
numerous large-lot rural residences. Most housing within town limits are single-unit 
dwellings (about 85%). There are some multi-unit dwellings and a handful of mobile home 
units, including the Canaan Mobile Home Park.  

Housing Parcels by Type. Source: Canaan Annual Reports 
 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

R-1 (<6 acres) 281 274 272 286 287 
R-2 (>6 acres) 117 108 112 117 117 

S-1 (vacation home 
<6 acres) 

55 57 59 45 45 

S-2 (vacation home 
>6 acres) 

37 40 39 29 29 

Total 490 479 482 477 478 
 

Though Census 
data shows a 
decline in housing 
units, Annual 
Reports for the 
town display 
relative stagnation, 
with the largest 
difference being 
seen in a decline in 
seasonal homes. 
These could be 
residents who 
have converted seasonal properties into year-round residences.  

Most of the community’s housing stock was built prior to 2000, with 28% having been built 
prior to 1940. This is a social vulnerability for many of the community with inefficient 
heating envelopes or the ability to cool homes in warmer summer months. The 
deterioration of the housing stock has been highlighted by the community over the course 
of the years and is a strong factor in housing availability. 

Most of this housing is owned with little chance for newcomers to move in. Rental units 
have been in steep decline and one-person households have almost doubled from 2012 to 
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2022. Further, as households with children present have almost halved, housing units with 
householders aged 65 and above have increased by about 18%. This data suggests that 
people are aging in-place without the ability to downsize, keeping a large portion of the 
housing stock unavailable. Much of the existing housing stock is likely held by aging 
homeowners that have nothing to downsize into the area, limiting the availability of 
affordable housing turnover for potential newcomers. 

 

According to the US Census, Canaan has actually lost housing for the second decade in a 
row and has overall seen a 31% decrease in available occupied housing stock according to 
the American Community Survey’s 5-year Estimates. In conjunction, housing units left 
vacant for seasonal purposes have increased by about 14%. Though S-1 and S-2 homes 
have declined slightly, a greater proportion of the existing housing stock has been left 
vacant for seasonal uses. This can be seen in the increase in seasonal homes and a 
decrease in available occupied homes.  

Deteriorating housing, an aging community in oversized housing without the ability to 
downsize, and an increase in seasonal housing have all provided unique stressors to what 
has traditionally been a workforce community. Even if Canaan was able to tap into a 
workforce that could work remotely or establish a new industry in town to create jobs, 
providing suitable housing stock for any such developments would be a serious hindrance. 
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Goal: Bolster tourism industry by adapting to warmer climate 

Goal: Support small and cottage industries to bring vitality and vibrance to community 

Goal: Establish Town as a travel through destination  

Strategies  

• Develop jobs board in the area to help ensure all residents have access to 
employment opportunities. (TC) 

• Embrace the economic downscaling of the community to better meet existing 
needs and conditions (SB) (PC) 

• Promote town’s beauty as a destination on Rt 102 to increase tourism (PC) (CNC) 
• Reach out to Kingdom Trails Association (KTA) to learn more about their private land 

partnerships in establishing their mountain bike trails to explore viability of 
local/regional mountain bike trails system.  (PC) (CNC) (RC) 

• Lean into established asset of snowmobile trails, utilizing for ATV as well, as a 
regional attraction (PC) (CNC) (RC) 

• Encourage and assist local businesses into the micro business development 
program to build economic resiliency (PC) (CNC) (RLFC) 

• Ensure broadband capacity is sufficient for all local businesses so that they can 
maintain their business and online footprint (PC) (BC) (RLFC) 

• Increase the availability of childcare and develop the childcare workforce by 
building a registration. (RLFC) (PC) (CNC) (CS/CTE) 

Facilities  

Existing Conditions 
Canaan has numerous high-quality, efficient services to offer its small town. Many 
dedicated officials and volunteers help bring essential infrastructure, social learning 
services, and safety services. 

However, the Town has had trouble filling positions within the municipality with qualified 
candidates with experience in town government administration, which poses efficiency 
and continuity issues as well as increased strain on current local officials to do more.  

While Canaan may struggle to fill some municipal positions, it also carries a lot of great 
infrastructure and capacity to manage that through numerous intact committees. The 
Planning Commission should receive regular reports from the various committees, non-
profits, and groups in town to stay well-informed and receive qualified recommendations 
from the respective groups. 
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can provide technical assistance to keep the progress moving. The Town’s Broadband 
Committee should provide regular updates to the Planning Commission. 

Town Office 

The present Town Office is a brick building located on Vermont Route 253 next to the Post 
Office. It was initially constructed and used by the Community National Bank who sold it to 
the Town in 1980. A new restroom was added on the ground floor in 1997. To be ADA 
compliant, a handicapped entrance was added in 2008 and a chair lift in 2010 to provide 
access to the lower level. Numerous local clubs and organizations make good use of the 
building throughout the year. In 2016, a new propane generator was installed so that the 
Town Office can act as a command center in case of an emergency. 

The Town Barn is located off Vermont Route 253 near the Town Office. In 1997 the original 
barn was torn down and a new pole barn, 24'X 72', was built by the Canaan Building Trades 
class and was completed in 1998. Concrete pads were installed in 2009.  

Town Library  

In 1933, Alice M. Ward willed her home to the 
Town of Canaan for use as a public library. The 
library is located adjacent to Fletcher Park in 
the center of Canaan village and in 1980 was 
recognized as a building in the National 
Register of Historic Places. This building is 
owned and maintained by the Town.  

The library was awarded $900,000 among 14 
Vermont libraries that received a total of $15.9 
million in competitive grant monies with 
funding from the U.S. Department of Treasury 
through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 
The project will include interior renovations for 
ADA compliance and improved usability that 
include an HVAC system and new windows.  

The library is an integral lifeline of resources 
for Canaan and broader communities, 
including access to broadband, children 
playgroups, meeting spaces, social offerings, 
and is also home to the Canaan Historical 
Society as a museum of cherished local 
heritage. 

Town Properties  

The Town owns several properties including three open cemeteries: the Alice Hunt 
Cemetery, the Canaan Village Cemetery, and the South Canaan Cemetery. The Town also 
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has several older cemeteries, the locations of which can be found on the maps located at 
the Town Office.  

 
Courtesy photo Donna Jordan Photo/The Colebrook Chronicle 

The Town owns Fletcher Park, which was originally donated to the Town in 1896. Canaan 
Recreation Park, an amazing multi-use park that has a small playground, baseball and 
soccer fields, basketball and tennis courts, and a walking path around the property. It is an 
asset for all generations to use. The Town also opened their splash pad with a well-
attended event in August of 2024, showing the great things the town and community can do 
together. 

Community members, however, have voiced a desire for winter or indoor recreation, and 
that the feasibility of a recreation/community center akin to RecFit in St. Johnsbury or a 
YMCA model would be worth exploring. 

The Town also owns the Community Forest and a small meadow lot in the village.  

Canaan has a Trust Fund that is will to the cemeteries, library, schools, churches, and 
roads, as well as the care for Fletcher Park. The total funding allocation can be reviewed in 
the Annual Report.  

Water Systems  

The Canaan and Beecher Falls villages are served by separate water systems. The Canaan 
Selectboard voted on August 20, 2004, to establish a new water district: Canaan Fire 
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Transportation  

Existing Conditions 
Resting in the Northeast corner of 
the state, Canaan has limited route 
access within state lines, yet 
numerous routes that cross state 
and international borders. Arterial 
roads of Vermont Routes 102 and 
114 access east-west and south, 
with Route 253 heading north into 
Canada. Directly across the river, 
Route 3 in New Hampshire 
provides access to Pittsburg and 
Colebrook. Canaan has the ability 
to be seen both as remote and 
connected to numerous areas of 
Northern New England.  
 2024 Canaan Highway Map 

 
There are 46.1 miles of highway in Canaan of which Vermont Routes 102,     
114 and 253 account for nearly half or 17.84 miles. Town Highways consist of: 
 
Class II: 2.35 miles 
Class III: 15.08 miles 
Class IV: 10.86 miles 
 
Numerous residents 
travel long ranges 
for work outside of 
town, and very few 
people actually live 
and work in Canaan. 
72% of workers in 
Canaan commute 
from a different 
town. About 14% of 
the local 
community travels 
over 60 minutes for 
work a day. 
Generally, travel 
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• Establish need for Rural Community Transportation (RCT) routes to increase 
employment opportunities (PC) 

• Continue to participate in Road Foreman meetings facilitated by Northeastern 
Vermont Development Association (NVDA) to keep up on funding opportunities (SB) 

• Continue to meet the requirements of the Municipal Road General Permit (SB) 
• Coordinate with Colebrook in providing a health-service oriented rideshare to 

ensure healthcare and physician needs are met (SB)(PC) 

  

Natural, Scenic, & Historic Resources 

Existing Conditions  
Canaan possesses an abundance of beauty that is cherished by locals, residents, and 
visitors. The views are rural and agricultural and can be found along the Connecticut River 
valley, the Canaan Community Forest as well as our town roads: Clay Brook Road, Canaan 
Hill Road, and its spurs; the Fund Road and Judd Road; Kemp Hill Road and Todd Hill Road 
as well as the Hudson Road. Visitors go to these locations for moose viewing, as these are 
some of the areas where there is a good chance of seeing them. Viewsheds along Lake 
Wallace are unrivaled. 




