Westfield, Vermont

Town Plan

Originally amended and adopted: December 9, 2013
Plan update ADOPTED: January 7, 2019

Plan EXPIRES: January 7, 2027

This plan was prepared and adopted in accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A., Ch. 117,
sections 4381-4385. The goals and recommendations outlined in this plan are consistent with
the statutory goals recommended in section 4302 of 24 V.S.A.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This Town Plan is our attempt to set a course for
Westfield's growth and development. Town officials
assembled information about the history and current
status of the Town, its resources, facilities and
services, and current land use. We discussed
problems, identified issues to address, and noted
opportunities that can or might benefit the town,
including those identified through a survey sent to all
property owners. Finally, we developed priority
recommendations to guide our actions over the next
eight years.

We have recognized the importance of Westfield's
history by providing a historical context for each
section of the plan. We hope this will help us
remember the relationships between past and
present, as we make our decisions for the future.
Much of Westfield's history is preserved within the
Hitchcock Museum and Library.

Our natural environment contributes economically
and aesthetically to the town’s character. In 2006,
National Geographic named the Northeast Kingdom a
Geotourism destination, and published photographs of a section of North Hill Road in all four
seasons as exemplary of the region’s natural beauty. The rocky ledges of Hazen's Notch, a vast
tract of forest, the Missisquoi River and the 350-million-year-old peaks of the Green Mountain
Range extending from the
southern to northern
border of the town provide
the physical setting for life
in Westfield. These scenic
resources contribute to
our quality of life and our
economy. Over the next
eight years, we want to
maintain the historic and
scenic resources which
have shaped the lifestyles
we enjoy here.
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Figure 1.1: Westfield Community Survey -- What do you like about living in Westfield?
(77 respondents, multiple answers)

Ilike the small-town environment. I 59
It's beautiful. N 58
I can live close to the land. I 50
Sense of community NN 43

The town is run in a professional and
financially responsible way.

Access to recreation NN 32

A 34

I'm able to be near my family. NN 28
It's affordable. NN 21
The pre-K - 6 school N 16
It's near where I work. N 11
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The biggest changes Westfield residents have noted over the last 10 years are the loss in the
number of farms and an influx of new residents - young and old.

Figure 1.2: What do you dislike about living in Westfield?
(71 respondents, multiple answers)

The taxes are high. NI 37
Lack of internet/cell service NN 29
It's far from medical services. IS 23

There are limited job opportunities. I 22

It's not convenient to shopping and... IS 16
There are limiting housing options for... IS 13
There are limited services for seniors. N 10

It's not convenient to where I work. N 8

Lack of cultural events N 8
It's expensive. I 7
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Residents would like the Town to remain rural and peaceful with well-kept homes and yards
and a core of prosperous, productive farms. They want Westfield to remain a small town with
opportunities for people to work together for the benefit of their community.

Westfield officials and residents recognize the importance of respecting private property rights.
Cooperation, and understanding shared interests, are essential to maintain community and
balance public and private interests.

Our Vision for the Next Eight

Years

Many of us wish we could bring back all
the farms that contributed so much to
Westfield's agricultural heritage. We
can help keep the remaining farms
through vigilant updating of town
policies and bylaws to ensure that
farmers have opportunities to diversify.
We will encourage the productive use of
our land and support development that
strengthens the rural character we value
as central to our quality of life.

We want to maintain local recreation access to farm and forest land for hunting, fishing, skiing,
biking, snowmobiling, and hiking,

We are dedicated to supporting our existing businesses and industries. We will keep them by
minimizing local government interference.

Over the next eight years, we will continue working with the town of Jay to ensure the
collaborative operation of our joint, pre-K to 6 school and keep the educational needs of our
children a top priority.

We will continue to monitor development at Jay Peak Resort and new developments near the
resort. These have the potential to impact the Town, creating opportunities and challenges.

We welcome residential growth at a pace that allows us to retain Westfield’s rural character,
and provide municipal services. We will maintain community spirit by welcoming newcomers,
and by maintaining the Town'’s neat appearance.

Finally, we want to continue the spirit of cooperation we have with the Town of Jay and extend it
to other neighboring Towns. Transparency in local development ensures that the concerns of
neighboring towns and benefits to them are as important as the benefits to the host town.
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2. WATER RESOURCES

Surface Water

Westfield lies in the Missisquoi River
drainage basin. Its streams once offered
excellent mill sites to early settlers. Mill
Brook was named by Lyman Taft, who
erected the town’s first grist and saw mill
on its banks.

In 2014, the Upper Missisquoi and Trout
Rivers were the first in Vermont to join
the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System.
The designation helps ensure the long-
term preservation of the scenic,
recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife,
historic, and cultural values connected to
these river systems.

According to a Vermont Rivers Study

(1986), Coburn Brook and its tributaries

in the town’s northeast quadrant,

including Phillips Pond, are Class A waters - "of uniformly excellent character” and suitable for
public water supply. All other surface waters are Class B - "suitable for bathing and recreation,
irrigation and agricultural uses; good fish habitat; good aesthetic value; acceptable for public
water supply with filtration and disinfection." Threats to water quality in town include
agricultural runoff and sediments washing into streams as a result of logging activities, and new
development that increases runoff.

Ground Water

Ground water is the source of drinking water supplies in Westfield. Conditions present in
Westfield that can introduce contaminants directly into the ground - underground storage tanks,
leach fields, agricultural activities - affect ground water quality. Private wells and springs
supply most of the potable water. There are six water systems serving more than one household.
Fire District #1 provides water to residents in the village from a spring and well located on
North Hill Road. Source protection areas for systems serving more than one property lie
completely or partially within Westfield: Jay Peak Basin, Slopeside, Jay Peak Phases 1 and I,
Trillium Woods, Westfield Village, Alpine Haven, and North Troy. Protection areas for each of
these systems are identified, mapped and noted in Bylaws.

Wetlands

The National Wetlands Inventory lists 444 acres of wetlands in Westfield, comprised of
numerous small areas representing less than 2% of total land area. They are distributed
throughout the town, with the majority of wetlands along the Missisquoi River. Two large
forested wetlands, associated with Snider and Taft Brooks, are located west of TH 17, Balance
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